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Dette var en Misforstaaelse, som jeg har foranlediget, for ogsaa paa denne Maade at bringe ham frem. 
Enhver Bevægelse, jeg har gjort, er blot for at belyse ham; jeg har bestandig haft ham in mente,………  
Selv hvor Spøgen og Kaadheden synes at tumle sig aldeles hensynløs, er der et Hensyn til ham, selv 
hvor Alt ender i Tungsind, er der et vink om ham, om en Tilstand i ham. Af den Grund foregaa alle 
Bevægelser reent lyrisk, og hvad jeg siger, det skal man dunkelt forstaa i ham eller man skal ved hvad 
jeg siger bedre forstaae ham.

[This was a misunderstanding which I have caused in order to bring him forward. Every movement I 
have made is only to illuminate him; I have always had him in mind,......... Even when the joke and the 
misery seem to be completely ruthless, there is a consideration for him, even when everything ends in 
gloom, there is a hint about him, of a state in him. For this reason all movements are purely lyrical, and 
what I say must be dimly understood in him, or one must through what I say better understand him. ]

En Digters Liv begynder i Strid med hele Tilværelsen, det gjælder om at finde en Beroligelse eller en 
Berettigelse; thi i den første Strid maa han altid tabe, og vil han strax seire, da er han uberettiget. Min 
Digter finder nu en Berettigelse, netop derved at Tilværelsen absolverer ham i det Øieblik, da han vil 
ligesom tilintetgjøre sig selv. …   
[A poet's life begins in conflict with the whole of existence, it is a question of finding a reassurance or 
a justification; for in the first battle he must always lose, and if he wants to win immediately, then he is 
unjustified. My poet now finds a justification, precisely because existence absolves him at the moment 
when he wants to destroy himself. …]

I samme Øieblik var det hele Spørgsmaal om Endeligheden bragt i Indifferens; den egentlige 
Virkelighed vilde i dybere Forstand hverken gjøre ham fra eller til. Han havde da udtømt Alt hvad der 
laa i hiin Begivenhed af forfærdelig Conseqvents. Om Virkeligheden viste sig anderledes, forandrede 
ham væsentlig Intet, ligesaa lidet som, hvis det Værste var indtraadt, dette væsentlig havde forfærdet 
ham mere end det allerede havde gjort: Han vilde da med religiues Frygt og Bæven, men ogsaa med 
Tro og Tillid forstaa, hvad han havde gjort fra først af, og hvad han i Conseqvents deraf var forpligtet 
til at gøre senere, selv om denne Forpligtelse foranledigede det Besynderlige. … For det unge 
Menneske er det netop som Digter characteristisk, at han aldrig ret kan komme paa det Klare om, hvad 
han har gjort, netop fordi han i det Udvortes og Synlige baade vil se det og ikke se det, eller i det 
Udvortes og Synlige vil see det, og derfor baade vil se det og ikke vil se det. 

[At the same moment the whole question of finality was brought into indifference; The real reality 
would, in a deeper sense, neither make him a difference. He had then exhausted everything that lay in 
this event of terrible consequence. If reality turned out differently, it changed essentially nothing, just 
as little as, if the worst had occurred, this essential thing would have terrified him more than it had 
already done: he would then understand with religious fear and trembling, but also with faith and trust, 
what he had done from the beginning, and what he was obliged to do later. even though this obligation 
caused the strange. .. For the young person it is precisely as a poet characteristic that he can never 
really come to terms with what he has done, precisely because he wants to see it both externally and 
visibly and not see it, or in the external and visible he wants to see it, and therefore both wants to see it 
and does not want to see it.]
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